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Humble Grace
Be gracious in your speech. The goal is
to bring out the best in others in
conversation, not to put them down, not
to cut them out.
Colossians 4:6 MSG

W

hen you interact with nonChristians, with those whose strong views
differ from your strong views, or with
those whose lifestyle choices you find
offensive, are your speech and actions
always grace-pouring, life-enriching,
respectful, humble, and uplifting?
As Spirit-indwelt Christ-followers,
you can always choose to express only
humble grace and affirming
encouragement in all your speech and
interactions. In your home, school, work,
church, community, or recreation, when
your speech is always full of grace, that
place is kinder, more respectful to the
dignity of all people—less cynical, and
more faith-, hope-, and love-inspiring.

“We can model
transformation not
perfection, journey not
arrival, more struggle than
victory, and more mystery
than certainty.”
Christ-followers can be the most
enjoyable, the most engaging, and the
most creative people in the world, as we
are indwelt by the creative Creator, and
understand God’s life-giving story.
Instead of being boring, we can live with
our sanctified imaginations fully engaged,
creatively and playfully, celebrating and
adding to the beauty and magic and
wonder of the world. Instead of being
simplistic, we can refuse to settle for easy

answers, Facebook-posted theology, or a
sentimental, Precious Moments faith.
Grace-seasoned speech does not
demonize or belittle those with opposing
views. Instead, we can engage in
thoughtful, mutually-respectful dialogue.
We can seek first to understand more than
to be understood. We can wrestle hard
with the dark emotions and troubling
questions of life and faith, of a God who
allows evil, and of a Bible that gives us
more mystery than clear answers.
Instead of being dogmatic, arrogant,
or opinionated, we can read broadly,
expose ourselves to quality art, drama,
dance, and music, and so engage the
culture in an intelligent, humble,
provocative, and prophetic manner.
Instead of being judgmental, hypocritical,
or prejudiced, we can demonstrate to the
world what it looks like to treat all people
with dignity because they are created in
God’s image and worthy of Christ’s cross.
We can model transformation not
perfection, journey not arrival, more
struggle than victory, and more mystery
than certainty. We can tell the gospel as
an irresistible story of new life in Christ,
instead of a we-got-it-right-and-you-don’t
fear-mongering demand to shape-up-orburn-in-hell. We can make Christ
attractive when we demonstrate Christ’s
power in the face of our ongoing
weakness. Christ’s comfort in the face of
our enduring trials. Christ’s character in
the face of our incurable flaws. Christ’s
grace in the face of our inescapable
sinfulness.
This is what it looks like to live in
and offer humble grace!
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As children of God and Christ’s beloved, we are called to greatness—to do great
things. “And preach as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons’.” (Mt 10:7-8) Paradoxically,
we are also called to humility and meekness of spirit because the meek shall inherit the
earth. We dare not accuse Christ of setting up a trap of failure for us, or calling us to
something that is impossible to human nature, for we know better. Rather, we must recognize that great deeds, holy desires, merits, virtues, and resistance of temptation are all
a result of God’s mercy working in and through us, completely undeserved and unmerited. With this knowledge comes the realization that what we are called to a life that is not
impossible to humans, but impossible by human strength alone.
It is quite possible for one to perform great deeds of power without honoring a relationship with, or giving the due credit to Christ. Some of us receive God’s grace and
gifts only to trust in our own beauty and to use our renown to serve as prostitutes as
recounted in Ezekiel, using the God-given talents to spend on our passions rather than
work for the kingdom of God. Others mistake their strength as the source of victories
and great deeds, a trap of pride God sought to shield Gideon against before delivering
Median into Israel’s power. Pride leaves no room for Christ to lay Himself as both the
foundation and the vine. Self-reliance leads to vain-glory, sometimes driven by fear and
wounds of the past, but nonetheless ungodly. “. . .many will say, ‘Lord, Lord , did we

not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of
power in your name?’ Then I will declare to them solemnly, ‘I never knew you’.” (Mt
7:22-23).
Must we then avoid performing great deeds of power at all cost? If we are really
committed to following Christ, must we live in the sort of meekness that cloaks fear and
mistrust? Must we resign ourselves to burying our talents until the Master returns lest we
are accused of wasting them away, or worse, of glorifying ourselves? If we really meditate on what God asks of us, the soul trembles at this high calling: faith must move
mountains, but take care lest you are tempted to pat yourself in the back; do not keep
your talents to yourself out of shame, but do not flaunt them either for lack of humility.
This is a narrow road, and it’s a tight squeeze!
Rather than stumbling around in a stupor, we must follow the examples of the
great prophets, content in being only what God asks of us, and giving Him full reign to
use us as He desires. Like Moses, we are content to rest in His love when after giving all
of us to Him, someone else takes over and enjoys the last fruits—the best part—of the
labor. And like John the Baptist, we are content to go forth, preparing the way for Him,
and as joyful to step back to let Him bring what He’d begun to completion. We are happy to be a simple, easily forgotten wild flower among the beautiful, eye-catching roses if
He wills it, because we know in the depths of our souls that He is working in and
through us.
Saints are not just those who perform great deeds or submit themselves to the
greatest of penances, but those who refuse to let their souls grow lukewarm after the
great moment of conversion. Saints are those who know that the battle of the faithful is
to continuously decrease, not the kind of shrinking that stunts life and growth (the kind
borne by shame, fear, self-hatred, and mistrust), but the kind that allows Christ to increase in us until we all but radiate His light. To be a saint is to be so united with Christ
that He makes you His dwelling, and you hide in His wounds. To be a saint is to love
Christ with all of your heart that to hear Him knocking at the door of your heart is a great
and complete joy, and you are ready to make room for Him. For what bride does not
rejoice at the voice of the bridegroom and make room for him? I must decrease, and [my
Beloved] must increase.
Peace and Christ’s love,
Seabelo
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Thank You Letter from Pastor Dana
I know this is supposed to be a goodbye letter, but I’m not really sure how to say goodbye. I tried that
once after seminary and only had mixed results. (We said goodbye for good and ended up back here in a few
years.) In addition to that, after a three-year search, the full-time ministry call God has given me is in Dubuque, so it feels a bit weird to say a sappy goodbye and then stand next to you in the grocery store checkout line,
nodding and smiling and making small talk.
Rather than goodbye, let me say thanks.
Thanks for the huge joyful moving crew that showed up on Grandview Avenue 8 years ago. Thanks for
painting my new office and treating me like a dignitary of some kind. Thanks for all the support and enthusiasm through many years of youth ministry, and the open heart toward many music changes in worship.
Thanks for all the service you’ve given that has blessed us and helped me in my tasks—loaning equipment,
opening homes, and giving hours of hard working help. Thanks for showering the Perreard family with love
and attention and gifts of honor that surpass any ordinary courtesy. Thanks for so many years of kids ministry
where Caleb, Madeline, and Lucas were blessed. Thanks for your prayers and carrying our burdens as well as
celebrating with us. Thanks for working out your faith with sincerity and reverence as we sought the Lord’s
will together in so many adventures. Thank you for having hearts open to real sisterhood and brotherhood in
Christ, never treating us or one another as just “folks from the church,” but as a real family in Christ. I feel I
have a treasure in my time spent with you, treasure that will last.
And to Pastor Chris, thank you for so many great meetings, honestly talking and praying together, wanting the
best for GracePoint and each other. Thank you for dreaming and believing big things. Thank you for faithfully working out your life in Christ during some of your hardest tests, and for being there for me while I did the
same. Thank you for always treating me as more than my position deserved—as a man of God and not just an
associate or assistant pastor. Thank you for being a true friend.
I’ll be starting full time as the Associate Chaplain and Pastor of Worship at the University of Dubuque in
July. My last Sunday at GracePoint will be July 5th.
Thank you so much for all you’ve done for our family.
With thanks in Christ,
Reverend Dana Perreard

Be aware of sales for school supplies this
month! The typical items needed are crayons, erasers, pencils, colored pencils, spiral
notebooks, and folders (each child is usually asked to bring 5-7 folders). There are
often lists for grades 1-5 at the stores to
use as a guide. Questions? Contact Barb
Berg at 608-763-2950 or 608-732-3035.
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Got Blood? Please Donate,
Because We Care.

On July 6th we will host our 14th blood drive for the Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center! Your one donation can save up to three lives!
Nearly 11,000 people a day receive blood transfusions. Many modern
medical advances, such as cancer patients use 19% of our community
blood supply. In addition, heart disease patients, use 16% of our community blood supply.
Please sign up and pick a time that fits your schedule. Remember to
bring your picture ID, eat a nutritious meal, and drink plenty of fluids at
least 4 hours before donating. We plan to pamper our heroes who donate blood with root beer floats. If you are unable to donate blood,
please sign up to donate cookies or root beer for our floats at the blood
donation table in the Connect Way. Please contact Pam De Meester with
questions or inquiries.
Date: Wednesday, June 6, 2016
Venue: GracePoint Church
Time: 3:00pm to 6:00pm
To donate, please contact Pam De Meester at 563-599-1921.
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GLOBAL MISSIONS UPDATE

Lou & Deb Aisenbrey with Wycliffe
Bible Translators
Lou and Deb Aisenbrey are missionaries serving the
Lord in Senegal, Africa. Senegal is a small country along
the western coast of Africa. The country has about 12.5
million people, of which 94% are Muslim. There are six
major tribal languages. Most people learn French in
school and use their tribal language with friends and family.
Lou is a vernacular media specialist. He helps translators identify and use media tools that are culturally appropriate for each language group. Video, audio, radio,
filmstrips, drama, puppets and flipcharts are just some of
the tools used to communicate God’s life-changing message. He is currently charged with recording and developing an audio version of the Bible for radio and micro SD
cards. Much like the United States, cellular phones are
popular in Senegal. Like a CD, the micro SD cards used
in phones can be swapped with other cards to change music playlists and, thanks to Lou’s work, to hear the Bible.
Recently, Lou has completed the New Testament in the
Mankanya language, a multi-voiced dramatization of
Genesis, and 24 songs in the Saafi-Saffi language. He is working on other village song recordings.
The Aisenbreys live in Dakar, the capital of Senegal. Deb has served as guidance counselor for
nearly 13 years and music teacher for 21 and a half years at the Dakar Academy, an American Christian
boarding school. The K-12 accredited school has more than 250 students from 25 nations—missionary
kids and children of business and non-government organizations workers.
Lou and Deb grew up in Iowa and are graduates of the University of Dubuque. They are quite possibly the first missionaries supported by our congregation and are personal friends with Glenn and Patti
Scheer, among others. They are another example of the extension of this church into the world to serve
and make disciples.
Thank you for supporting the Aisenbreys with prayers, finances, and friendship. Please plan to greet
them and hear about God’s work in Senegal on July 13.
Submitted by Beverly VanDerZyl
for the Global Mission Team: Scott Arnold, Ramona Hennings, Joseph Joseph, Pat
Kohler, and Don Sanders.
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July

2016

Sunday

Mon

Tue

2016

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

3

4

5

9:05a Prayer Room
9:30a Worship Service
10:40a Fellowship
Common Grounds
Open

10

3:00-6:00p Blood
Drive

11

12

9:05a Prayer Room
9:30a Worship Service
10:40a Fellowship
Common Grounds
Open
1:30p Bethany Home

17
9:05a Prayer Room
9:30a Worship Service
10:40a Fellowship
Common Grounds
Open

24
9:05a Prayer Room
9:30a Worship Service
10:40a Fellowship
Common Grounds
Open

31
9:05a Prayer Room
9:30a Worship Service
10:40a Fellowship
Common Grounds
Open

6
7
6:15a Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

6:00p Food Pantry
6:30p Property Team
18

8

2

9
11:00a
Zach’s
Graduation
Party

7:00p Emmaus

14
13
6:15a Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

Sat

15

16

Newsletter
Deadline

7:00p Deacons
19

20

21

22

23

27
28
6:15a Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

29

30

6:15a Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
12:00p Golden
Oldies
6:30p Session

6:00p Food Pantry

25

6:00p Food Pantry

26
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Clerk’s Report

Membership to Date
Active

149

Inactive
Perm. Inactive
Total

8
4
161

Remember the Blood Drive July 6th, 3:00-6:00pm.
The Pill Bottle fundraiser is still in progress. We need bottles filled. See page 8.
Worship in the Park—Sunday, Aug. 14th, at the Arboretum. Potluck after the service.
Pastor Dana’s last day with GracePoint is July 5th.
2nd Quarter Mission Giving was approved at the May Session meeting.

Treasurer’s Report for May

EPC GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Bailey, Ben & Monica – Middle East

$250.00

Furr, Chris & Kirsten – France

300.00

Hamd, Robert – Lebanon

575.00

TOTAL EPC QUARTERLY GIVING

Beginning Balance, May 1, 2016
$ 7,911.78
$1,125.00

Direct Transactions
.00
Income

GENERAL QUARTERLY GIVING
Aisenbrey, Lou & Debbie – Wycliffe

$250.00

Busse, Durwood & Barbara – Allegro Soluions

250.00

Clarity Clinic – Dubuque

200.00

Dios es Amor – Cancun, Mexico

200.00

Dubuque Rescue Mission

225.00

Elangwe, Isaac – Cameroon

250.00

Grote, Scott & Jessica – MMS

600.00

Krohn, Jeff – SIM

250.00

Meyer, Stan – Jews for Jesus

200.00

Leverington, John & Becky – Wycliffe

250.00

Prasad, Philip – Witnessing Ministries

275.00

Schoofs, Sam & Elizabeth – Frontiers

300.00

Shiloh Christian Children’s Ministries

175.00

Siloam Eye Hospital – South Korea

250.00

South Sudan Education Mission – SSEM

250.00

Weber, B. J. – New York Fellowship

250.00

Yeats, Ted & Karey – Navigators

250.00

TOTAL GENERAL QUARTERLY GIVING

Expenses
Transfers

Samaritan’s Purse – Disaster Relief

TOTAL OTHER SPECIAL GIVING
TOTAL 2ND QUARTER MISSION GIVING
Prepared by
Pat Kohler, Clerk of Session

-13,797.62
- 833.33

Ending Balance, May 31, 2016
$4,975.74

$4,375.00

OTHER SPECIAL GIVING
Furr, Chris & Kirsten – Moving Expenses

11,694.91

$250.00
200.00

$450.00
$5,950.00

WORDS OF GRACE
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Pill Bottle Fundraiser

BIRTHDAYS
1 Lisa Gaylor
2 Gary Duehr
4 Pam Hillary
10 Cary Kress
12 Lyle Hennings
12 Stephanie Lange
13 Jodi Harry
15 Robin Wlochal
16 Sylvia Trofimchuck
16 John Kress
17 Shirley VanDuser
17 Alice Miller
19 Pat Kohler
23 Andrea Huston
27 James Pfiffner
27 Shirley Merrihew
27 Vincent Godwin
28 Bob Goodman
30 Janet Metelak
31 Sue Lemon

An abundance of empty Pill
Bottles have been received.
At this time we don’t need
more, What we need now
are pill bottles FILLED with
pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters and bills.
This money collected is used
toward postage for the Shoe
Boxes that are filled and
wrapped at church. The cost
to ship each Shoe Box is
$7.00. This money would
otherwise come out of the
Missional Outreach Fund, so
whatever is collected in the
pill bottles used for the Shoe Boxes then leaves funds Missional Outreach can use elsewhere.
The EMPTY pill bottles are in a basket on the shelf in the Connect Way. Please fill and
return them to the basket marked FILLED pill bottles. Three filled pill bottles have been
received in the last 2 weeks!
I thank all of you who participated in the PILL BOTTLE PROJECT last year, and hope you
will continue. Let’s make the PILL BOTTLE PROJECT bigger than last year, collecting
more money for the shipping of the Shoe Boxes.
Pat Kohler
Operation Christmas Child
Missional Outreach Ministry Team

ANNIVERSARIES
8 Bob & Pam De Meester
12 Betty & Ron Pothoff
18 Dwayne & Martha Intveld
18 Janet & Robert Metelak
21 Bob & Suz Birch
21 Judy & Ken Godwin
25 Richard & Shirley Merrihew
31 Becky & James Pfiffner
31 Ann & Steve Connors

What’s Brewing at Common Grounds?


Open Hours
Sundays: 9am-11am



Live Video Streaming
Sundays: 9:30am
Watch Worship on TV.
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Stories Grace
OF

Following the Golden thread of Hope
Welcome to Stories of
Grace! Each month we
will feature a story of
how God’s grace carried
one of us through difficult times, and how we
continue to experience
the transforming power
of this grace in our
lives.

G

rowing up in a small town in North Dakota, my life was simple and
fun. It truly was about faith, family, and friends. Everyone went to church. In fact,
the ones who didn’t go to church were the “strange ones.” Our entire youth
group went to summer Bible Camp, which is where I accepted Jesus into my
heart at the ripe old age of nine! A year later, I was baptized at the First Baptist
Church in Stanley, North Dakota. Being a Baptist, we spent plenty of time memorizing Bible verses and having contests about who could memorize the most!

We welcome anyone
wishing to share their
My life, until I was about 18 years old, was what I would consider normal.
story. Contact the office Then I went to college. I met my first husband when I was 18, married at 21,
for more information.

moved away from family and friends to Dubuque, Iowa. I continued to attend
church and relied heavily on prayer at this time of my life. It hadn’t taken me
long after my marriage to realize that I made a mistake with my choice for a life partner. It was my church
family who loved and cared for me during this time. I was married to Bill for 18 years, and the relationship
deteriorated quickly. The relationship that grew during that time was with Jesus, as I relied on Him every
day.

During the 18 years of extreme difficulty in my marriage, I had two miscarriages, my seven-year-old
son died in a horse riding accident, and my dad died at a relatively young age. The deaths and one miscarriage were in a five-year period. I was in depression and on medication. I felt VERY FAR from God. I
asked “WHY” often. It took me a long time to conclude that I had to bend to God’s will and quit asking
Him to bend to mine. If it weren’t for God claiming me as His child, letting me struggle with Him, and
concluding that He was the only ONE who loved and cared for me unconditionally, I would be in a very
different place today.
He continues to bless me every day. I rely on Him completely. He continues to surprise me with His
unconditional love. He has provided me with a husband and family who love me, and a church that is a
constant blessing to me. I would be lost without Him. My two words for this season are GRATEFUL and
JOY, two feelings that continue to grow when I rely on Him. I am so BLESSED!
Pam Hillary

WORDS OF GRACE
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Volunteers are Priceless at GracePoint!

PRAYER CHAIN
To start a prayer, call Pat Kohler.

Worship Venue 9:30am
Communion Preparers (July 3) Betty Carlson, Glenda Temple
Communion Servers (July 3)

Daytime Prayer Chain

Pat Kohler

583-8978

Gerry Vandenberg 583-5338
Ramona Hennings 583-8739
Wilma Sanders

582-7346

Mable Boelk

557-9166

Sue Lemon

583-4454

Lois Trausch-Wolfe
583-0534
(Lois starts the evening
chain.)
Evening Prayer Chain

Glenda Temple

582-0464

Kim or Jerry Bell 582-4956

Pam Hillary, Wilma Sanders
Vic Learn

Ushers

Greeters

Prayer Room

July 3

Dwayne Intveld
Martha Intveld

Vic Learn
Marilyn Learn

Kelly English

July 10

Doug Storlie
Karen Storlie

Andy Baumann
Ann Baumann

Doug Storlie

July 17

Ben Temple
Glenda Temple

Janet Metelak
Sara Scherf

Kevin Hirschey

July 24

Mike Boland
Sandy Tilton
Mike Vandenberg Bev VanDerZyl

Bev VanDerZyl

July 31

Ray Wlochal
Robin Wlochal

Janet Metelak

Steve Lemon
Sue Lemon

Please find your own subs. Substitute ushers are Mike or Ralph Vandenberg.
Substitute greeters are Pat Kohler or Dixie Shaffer.

ChildCare
July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31

Judy Godwin, Sara Scherf
Sue Lemon, Rachel Lemon
Carolyn Arnold, Mary Ann Hopkins
Pam De Meester, Marilyn Learn
Suz Birch, Anna English

Check Out the Library

Barbara Berg 608-732-3035

The library is open Sundays
from 9:00am—11:00am.

Sharon Baker

451-4557

Videos and books are available
for checkout.

Karen Storlie

556-7548

Stop by on Sunday to see the
recently updated library!
Donations of new books or videos are always welcome. Questions? Contact Bob Boelk, 5579166.
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Golden Oldies Meeting
Date
Wednesday, July 20, 2016

Time
Noon

Venue
GracePoint Church, Fellowship Hall

Game Day!
Bring your favorite game to play. Fun time!


Sign up in the Connect Way.



This is a brown bag lunch. Drinks provided.



All church members and friends are invited.

Please contact Bob Boelk @ 563-557-9166 with questions.

Friday
July 15

Thank You
To my GracePoint Family,
Thanks to the Arnolds and all of you for expressing
God’s amazing love in so many ways to me recently.
May God richly bless you!
Alice Miller

Thank You
I want to thank you for all the prayers, cards, and thoughts
during my knee surgery.
Thanks, again.
Sharon Baker

Don’t forget to sign up
to bring treats for fellowship time on Sundays.
You may also honor a
birthday, anniversary, or
special event.
Look for the sign-up
sheet in the
Fellowship Center.
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GLORIFYING GOD

BY

CONNECTING people to God
LOVING God and each other
GROWING in grace and truth
SERVING Dubuque and the world

Thank You, Pastor Dana!
Please join us on July 3rd after worship
for a time of fellowship with Pastor Dana
and his family. We will celebrate his gift to
GracePoint.
There will be cake and beverages.

