
 

 

 

ñFor the whole law is fulfilled in one 

word: ñYou shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.ò Galatians 5:14 

 

The scriptureôs commands to love God 

with all our heart and others as 

ourselves reinterprets every other 

commandment. When we choose 

religious rule-keeping over grace, love 

is suffocated. 

 

Love-killing Law-keeping is 

demonstrated in two ways. One way is 

to apply a legalistic interpretation of 

Godôs Law. For example, when we use 

Godôs Law of same-sex sexuality as a 

way of condemning those who are 

choosing that lifestyle, we are choosing 

Law over love.  

 

When we apply the Law of love, we 

allow those struggling with sexual 

issues the same access to grace in 

community that we all have.  

 

The other way we use Law to suffocate 

love is through our own self-made 

rules. For example, we choose Law 

over love when believers think 

themselves more righteous than those 

who struggle with the sins they can 

avoid, or mock and belittle others 

because they have different views on 

politics or theology. 

 

The oppressed, outcasts, and unclean 

rejoiced at the gospel of Christ. For 

thousands of years, they experienced 

exploitation and exclusion by those 

who should have been their shepherds, 

but who had turned the faith into a 

religion of power, control, and ridged 

rule-keeping. In many ways and places, 

Christianity has done the same. Christ 

rails hardest against the sins of political 

and religious oppression that deny 

people access to grace, worship, and 

kingdom. 

 

Christ never spoke shame to prostitutes, 

addicts, thieves, those in sexual sin, 

people of other religions, illegal 

immigrants,  unwed parents, outcasts, 

or the uncleanðor to his disciples 

when they failed and fell hundreds of 

timesðjust like you and me. 

 

Christ does not condone behaviors, but 

He does not condemn people. Christ 

keeps pouring grace and inviting back 

to new life. He welcomes the shamed 

and scandalous into his home for 

dinner. Christ spent far more time 

partying with sinners than huddling 

with saints.  

 

Christ came to throw wide open the 

gates of the kingdom declaring that 

God longs to be Father of all. Let all 

those who just donôt fit into the narrow 

door Evangelicals have made to the 

gospelðlet the deeply wounded and 

perpetual wanderersðlet the always 

struggling and the sexually brokenðlet 

all of those whose sins turn our 

stomachsðcome to the table that 

Christ set for all! 
 

                      Pastor Chris  

Pastor Chris English 

     pastorchris@gracepointdbq.org 
 

Assoc. Pastor Dana Perreard 

     pastordana@gracepointdbq.org 
 

Admin. Asst. Judy Adelmann 

     office@gracepointdbq.org 

Clerk of Session Pat Kohler 

     pkteada@yahoo.com 

Editor Karen Storlie  

    karen@storlie.net 
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GracePoint Elders 
Through 2014 

 

Equipping 

Mary Hirschey 

Stephanie Lange 

 

Missional Outreach 

Pam De Meester 

Ken Godwin 

 

Fellowship 

Ray Wlochal 

Wilma Sanders 

 

Prayer  

Pam Hillary 

 

Stewardship 

Andy Baumann 

Mary Burns 

Doug Storlie 

 

Worship  

Beverly VanDerZyl 

 

 

GracePoint  

Deacons 
Through 2014 

 

Care 

Group    Deacon 

 

1.   Sue Lemon 

2.   Betty Carlson 

3.   Glenda Temple 

4.   Shirley VanDuser 

5.   Janet Metelak 

6.   Barb Berg 

7.   Suz Birch 

8.   Mary Ann Hopkins 

9.   Carolyn Arnold 
 

Deacon Moderator 

Shirley VanDuser 

 

 

Transitional Dissolution of Pastoral Relationship 
 

The congregation of GracePoint Church, Dubuque Iowa, in a duly 

called congregational meeting on December 15, 2013, approved terms of 

call for a transitional dissolution of the pastoral relationship with Teaching 

Elder Reverend Dana Perreard due to the associate pastor position being 

eliminated.  

 

Currently, Reverend Perreard is without a call to transition to, and is ac-

tively seeking a new call.  

 

Regardless of Dana finding another call, GracePointôs associate pastor po-

sition will be phased out on May 31, 2014. The following terms of call are 

for a five-month period, JanuaryïMay 2014, or until Dana secures another 

call within those five months.   

¶ GracePoint will cover the full cost for medical insurance for 

Danaôs family. 

¶ GracePoint will contribute 11% of salary to his pension. 

¶ Dana will have an auto fund and full coverage of his cell phone. 

¶ Dana will work a 10-hour week with no set office hours.   

¶ His duties will be to facilitate all worship led by GracePointôs 

Praise Team and to provide supervisory and administrative over-

sight to, not direct leadership of, GracePointôs youth ministry.  

 

Please hold Pastor Dana and his family in much prayer as they seek our 

Lordôs next place of calling.  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND LENTEN DATES 
 

Dance the Night Away - February 1 in the new Fellowship Center 

Missionary Visit by the Grote Family - February 2 during worship 

Rummage Sale - March 1 at the ABC Learning Center 

Ash Wednesday Worship - March 5 at 7:00pm at GracePoint 

Mission to Mexico - March 12-19 at Dios es Amor in Cancun 

Resurrection Sunrise Worship - Sunday, April 20, in the River Room of 

the Grand River Center, time TBA 
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Leadership Roles for 2014 
 

Clerk of Session: Pat Kohler  

President of the Corporation: Pam Hillary  

Nominating Team: Stephanie Lange, Chair 

                             Wilma Sanders, Co-chair  

Elders to Pastor Care Team: Ken Godwin, Mary Hirschey  

Elder to Global Missions Team (new position):  

               Beverly VanDerZyl  

Administrative Bookkeeper: Judy Adelmann  

Financial Secretary: Paulette Kress  

Foundation: Mary Burns, Andy Baumann  

Memorials: Mary Burns  

Elder Ministry Teams: See sidebar on facing page. 

Deacons: Moderator, Shirley VanDuser  

      Secretary, Janet Metelak 

      Nursery, Sue Lemon, Glenda Temple 

      Cradle Roll, Mary Ann Hopkins  

      Food Pantry, Barb Berg 

        Nominating Team, Suz Birch  

 

Blood Drive Thank You 
  

Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Drive wants to thank all who donated 

blood on Wednesday, January 8.  We collected 14 units of blood, which 

will serve 42 patients at local hospitals!  The winter weather has negative-

ly affected the inventory levels for the past 3 weeks at the Mississippi Val-

ley Regional Blood Center, and they asked me to share that our support 

was very much appreciated. 
 

It was also relaxing to sit, share, and enjoy chili and drinks together.   

 

Pam De Meester, Blood Drive Vampire 
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Donôt forget to sign 

up to bring treats for 

fellowship time on 

Sundays.  

 

You may also honor a 

birthday, anniversary, 

or special event.  

 

Look for the sign-up 

sheet is in the ñnewò 

Fellowship Center.  

WORDS OF GRACE  

Sunday Bible Classes for All Ages   

9:00 - 

10:00 am 

Lower Level 

Kð3rd Grade 

 

GraceCompany Stage Room 

 YouthñBoys   

YouthñGirls 

Youth Room 

Prayer Room 

   

 Main Level - GracePath Bible Studies  

 Sharing Your Faith in the 21st Century 

Grace-filled Relationships 

 

Conference Room 

Double Classroom 

 

 

 Our Returning Student Pastor 
 

Please welcome back Andrew Linden for another supervised practice of 

ministry (SPM). Andrew has already been a blessing in Christ to us this 

past semester. Andrew will serve as our student pastor again from January 

through May 17, when he graduates from seminary.  

 

This semesterôs SPM is for two credits. Andrew will serve GracePoint for 

20 hours a week. During Andrewôs past SPM, he served alongside Pastor 

Dana in youth ministry. As a major part of this 

semesterôs student ministry, Andrew will serve 

10 hours a week as our Youth Director. Now 

that Pastor Danaôs position no longer involves 

direct youth ministry, having Andrew serve in 

this position will allow for a smooth transition 

of leadership.  

 

In addition, Pastor Chris will continue to mentor Andrew in preaching, 

teaching, pastoral care, and church administration. GracePoint has a long 

history of mentoring student pastors, and sending these young men out into 

fruitful ministry for Christ and kingdom. Please extend your encourage-

ment to and prayers for Andrew.   



 

 

P a g e  5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woody & Barb Busse 
stated that their good 
friends who have 
ministered 
throughout 
Afghanistan 
are now 
ministering 
with 
refugees in 
Greeceô serving 
with Samaritanôs 
Purse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

GLOBAL MISSIONS 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD   

 

100 shoeboxes were filled and taken to First Baptist Church, from there 

they were taken to Waterloo, Iowa, and from there to Minneapolis, Min-

nesota. The final destinations were Kenya, Madagascar, and India.   
 

Thanks to all of you who filled shoeboxes, and thanks to Caleb Perreard 

and John Kress who packed the shoeboxes in larger cartons to be deliv-

ered. Finally a BIG THANKS to Roger VanDerZyl for delivering all the 

shoeboxes to First Baptist Church.  Without all of you, we could not do 

our shoebox Project. 
 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes started in 1993 for the children of 

war-torn Bosnia.  That year 28,000 shoeboxes were filled and deliv-

eredðthat was the beginning.  In 1994, Rwanda was the second 

country to be reached with the shoeboxes.  Since then, many 

countries received the boxes. 
 

The shoebox gifts can change lives.  Alex Nsengemana is 

an eye witness to two of the greatest tragedies of our gener-

ation.  As a young boy, he watched his mother die of 

AIDS.  Then he watched as his grandmother and uncle were 

clubbed to death in the 1994 Rwanda genocide.  He grew up in 

an African orphanage. 
 

Alex said the turning point in his life was the day at the orphanage when 

he received a shoebox from Operation Christmas Child.  He still remem-

bers the giftsðespecially the candy.  ñJust having something that we 

could call our own, that could take our minds off what happened during 

the war, reminded us that someone cared for us, and we still had hope.ò 
 

Soon after receiving his shoebox, Alex trusted Jesus Christ as his Savior, 

and the Lord began a remarkable transformation in his life.  He had the 

opportunity to travel internationally with the African Childrenôs choir and 

came to the U.S. for college, where he earned a degree in pastoral coun-

seling. 
 

This past spring, Alex returned to Rwanda with Samaritanôs Purse to 

hand out Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes in the very orphanage 

where he was raised.  On that trip, God gave him the opportunity to visit a 

(Continued on page 8.) 
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Sunday  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

1 

 

7:30p DANCE 
Mission to   
Mexico Fundraiser 

2  

  8:30a Chapel Service   
  9:00a GracePath 
10:00a Fellowship Time 
10:30a Worship Service 
 
 
 
  6-8p GraceUnderground 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00p Food Pantry 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30p Precepts 

5  

6:15a  Menôs Pry Brkfst 
9:00a  Precepts 
 
 
 
 
5:30p  Hand Bells 
7:00p  Deacons Meeting 

6 

 

 

 

7  

 

8 

 
 

9 

  8:30a Chapel Service   
  9:00a GracePath 
10:00a Fellowship Time 
10:30a Worship Service 
  1:30p Bethany Home 
 
 
  6-8p GraceUnderground 

10  

 

 

 

 

 

6:00p Food Pantry 

11  

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p  Precepts 

12  

6:15a  Menôs Pry Brkfst 
9:00a Precepts 
 
 
 
 
 5:30p  Hand Bells 
 7:00 p  Elder Ministry  
            Teams 

13  

 

 

 

 

 

14  15  

 

16  

  8:30a Chapel Service   
  9:00a GracePath 
10:00a Fellowship Time 
10:30a Worship Service 
 
 
  6-8p GraceUnderground 
   

17  

 

 

 

 

6:00p Food Pantry 

18  

 
 
 
 

 
6:30p  Precepts 
 

19  

6:15a  Menôs Pry Brkfst 
9:00a Precepts 
 
 

 5:30p  Hand Bells 
 6:30p  Session 

20  

 

 

 

 

 

21  

 

22  
 

23  

  8:30a Chapel Service   
  9:00a GracePath 
10:00a Fellowship Time 
10:30a Worship Service 
 
 
     
    6-8p GraceUnderground 
          

24  

 

 

 

 

 

6:00p Food Pantry 

25  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p  Precepts 
 
 

26  

6:15a  Menôs Pry Brkfst 
9:00a Precepts 
 
 
 
5:00p  Golden Oldies 
 5:30p Hand Bells 

37  

 

 

28  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 2014 



 

 

Friday  

February 14  
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GOLDEN OLDIES  

The Golden Oldies will 

meet on Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 26, 5:00pm, at Sun-

shine Family Restaurant 

(401 Central Avenue).  

Sign up in the lobby the 

Sunday before or call Bob 

Boelk, 557-9166.  

      

ALL SENIORS ARE  

WELCOME!   

CLERKôS  

REPORT 

Membership to Date: 

 Active   144 

 Inactive        5 

 Perm. Inactive     3 

   Total  155 

 

Members Barry and Shelley Montague were put on the Inactive In-Town 

Membership Rolls for a period of two (2) years (December 19, 2013 to 

December 19, 2015). 

 

Installation and Ordination of New Deacons and Elders was held on Janu-

ary 12, 2014. Deacon ordained and installed: Mary Ann Hopkins; Dea-

cons Installed: Betty Carlson and Glenda Temple.  Elders installed: Pam 

Hillary, Wilma Sanders, and Beverly VanDerZyl. 

 

New Member, Doug Mulder, coming by Letter of Transfer from Trinity 

Christian Reformed Church of Saint Louis, was approved by Session at 

the January 16, 2014, and will be received by the Congregation on Febru-

ary 9, 2014. 

 

Session appointed the following:  Pat Kohler, Clerk of Session; Judy 

Adelmann, Administrative Bookkeeper; Paulette Kress, Financial Secre-

tary; Elder Pam Hillary, President of the Corporation; Elders Andy Bau-

mann and Mary Burns, Foundation Board; Elder Wilma Sanders, Nomi-

nating Committee for 2 years who will be Chairperson in 2015; Elders 

Ken Godwin and Mary Hirschey, Pastor Care Team; Elder Beverly 

VanDerZyl, Global Mission Chairperson. 

 

Elder Assignments for 2014: Equipping ï Mary Hirschey and Stephanie 

Lange; Fellowship ï Wilma Sanders and Ray Wlochal; Missional Out-

reach ï Pam De Meester and Ken Godwin; Prayer ï Pam Hillary; Stew-

ardship / Finance ï Mary Burns; Stewardship / Personnel ï Andy Bau-

mann; Stewardship / Property ï Doug Storlie; Worship ï Beverly 

VanDerZyl. 

 

Scott & Jessica Grote, missionaries with MMS, will be at GracePoint on 

February 2nd to give a presentation.  Both had been attendees of the 

church before getting into mission work. 

 

Ash Wednesday Service will be March 5th at 7:00pm. 

 



 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 

 

 

15 Hongjoo & Brent Harknett 

25 Karin & Ernie Loukinen 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

 

  4  Makaela Buol 

  6  Pete Conrad 

  8  Natalie Huston 

12  Mike McCarthy 

12  Doug Mulder 

13  Bob Boelk 

14  Ray Wlochal 

14  Mike Stowers 

17  Karin Loukinen 

17  Alexandra Wiest 

22  Betty Pothoff 

22  Alan Crandall 

23  Nicholas Bell 

25  Bob Burns 

25  Kevin Hirschey 

27  Bob Ege 

         

There is always something new in the library, and 

it is open Sundays from 8:30amïnoon.  
 

Donations of  new books or videos are always 

welcome; contact Mable or Bob Boelk, 557-9166.  

Check Out the Library  

(Continued from page 5.) 

 

prison to meet the man who killed his uncle 19 years ago.  Alex not only 

forgave him, but prayed with him and shared the Gospel with him.  Now 

God is calling him to go home to Rwanda and plant a church to help 

bring reconciliation through the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 

Alexôs story is a reminder of the power of a simple gift and a reminder 

to pray for each child as you pack shoeboxes in the fall for Operation 

Christmas Child.  Many of these children have never even gotten a 

Christmas gift.  And for some, this may be the only opportunity they 

will ever have to hear the Gospel. 
 

Your box may be the one God uses to transform another life. 
 

We received a letter from Woody & Barb (Skaife) Busse stating they 

had seen boxes eagerly opened by children of a church in Almaty, 

Kajakhastan.  The children had enjoyed the contents of the boxes so 

much, although sometimes the contents were a bit strange to them.  They 

also, have seen the Christmas shoeboxes received and distributed at the 

Kids Club of Resurrection Church in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.  They said it 

was just fantastic to watch the childrenôs faces as they opened the boxes. 
 

All in all, these shoeboxes reach a lot of people who donôt know the 

Lord, and their lives become transformed. 
 

Watch the sales all year long, buy the items at that time, and then be 

ready to fill shoeboxes in the fall. My hope is to have more than 100 

shoeboxes in 2014 but I need everyoneôs help. 
 

Again, I want to thank everyone who participated in the Operation 

Christmas Child shoebox program. 

      Pat Kohler 

      Global Mission Team 



 

 

P a g e  9   

  
 

 

                                            

 

 {ƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾŜ  
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ  

 w¦aa!D9 {![9 

March 1, 2014  
at  

  ABC Learning Center  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Connecting,  
Loving, Growing, 

Serving  

TWO Community Events 

TO Raise Funds for the Mission to Mexico 

Enjoy demonstrations and lessons by our own GracePoint dancers!  

Appropriate for high school through adults 

Minimum donation: $10/person 

Second, we need your help to 

First, at GracePoint, we plan to 

 

GracePoint 

 Dancers: 

Vic & Marilyn Learn 

Glen & Patti Scheer 

Andrew Linden  

&  

guest dancer 

Pam Mumm 



 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

To start a prayer, call Pat Kohler 

or Lois Trausch-Wolfe. 

 

 Daytime Prayer Chain 

 Pat Kohler          

      583-8978 

 Gerry Vandenberg     

      583-5338  

 Ramona Hennings     

      583-8739 

  Wilma Sanders     

      582-7346 

 Mable Boelk      

      557-9166 

 Sue Lemon        

      583-4454 

 Lois Trausch-Wolfe 

      583-0534 

(Lois starts the evening 

chain.) 

 

Evening Prayer Chain 

Sharon Baker 

      451-4557 

Glenda Temple 

      582-0464 

Karen Storlie 

      556-7548 

Kim or Jerry Bell 

      582-4956 
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Volunteers Are Priceless at GracePoint! 

SUNDAY PRAYER MINISTRY 
 

Have you felt and seen the power of prayer at GracePoint?  Al-

most every member of GracePoint has, at one time or another, 

been prayed for and has seen the power of prayer working in his/

her own life or in the lives of others at GracePoint. 
 

Your Prayer Ministry Team has been praying during the fellow-

ship time in the Prayer Room since November.  We are there to 

pray for the Pastors, the morning service, and the congregation, 

and we are there for individual prayer, as well. If you are feeling 

the need for prayer on a Sunday morning or for something com-

ing up in your life, please head down to the Prayer Room between 

10:05 and 10:25am and pray with the Prayer Team member or 

another prayer warrior who is there to pray for and with you.  
  

If you want to be a member of this prayer warrior team and make 

a difference in the lives of those you pray for, please let one of the 

team members know.  Your time and service 

in this capacity will be very much appreciated 

by those you touch. 

 

Your Prayer Ministry Team 

Pam Hillary (Elder)  Karen Storlie 

Kevin Hirschey   Pauline Brimeyer 

F

E
 Ushers Greeters Prayer Room Communion 

Preparers 
Communion 
Servers 

 

 2 
 Ben & 

Glenda 

Temple 

Don & 

Wilma 

Sanders 

 

Janet Metelak 

 

Janet Metelak 

Glenda Temple 

Don Sanders 

Wilma Sanders 

Andy Baumann 

Pam De Meester 

 

 9 
 LeRoy & 

Barb Berg 

Steve & 

Sue Lemon 

Beverly 

VanDerZyl 

  

 

16 
 Ben & 

Glenda 

Steve & 

Sue Lemon 

Pam Hillary   

23  Doug & 

Karen 

Storlie 

Bob & 

Jennie 

Burns 

Karen Storlie   
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GraceUnderground  
Middle & High School Youth Group 

 

The Christmas Party Lock In on December 29 was GREAT! 

* Wonderful sit-down meal 

* Exciting white elephant gift exchange 

* Active games, quiet games, and ñGuitar Heroò marathon 

* Meaningful midnight worship 

* Yummy late-night snacks 

* Sleep (a little) 

* Delicious waffle breakfast 

{ƶƖ̃Ⱥ ƌĜȡȡ ȺĊ± 

next youth 

group at  

GracePoint! SUPER SNACK SUNDAY 

February 2, 2014  

6-8pm 
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Return Service Requested 

GLORIFYING GOD BY 

CONNECTING people to God 

LOVING God and each other 

GROWING in grace and truth 

SERVING Dubuque and the world 

 

SORT SORT & & SAVESAVE  for the Rummage Sale Fundraiser and SPREADSPREAD the News: 
 

Rummage Sale - Saturday, March 1, 8amï3pm 

ABC Learning Center on Nightingale Road off of Cedar Cross Road 
 

 
 

 The 10 adults and 3 youth of 

the 2014 Mission to Mexico 

are asking for gently used, in 

working condition, no longer 

needed items for the final 

fundraiser.   

 

Please mark a price to sell on 

each item and bring the dona-

tions to either ABC Learning 

Center or to GracePoint. 

If you need help loading 

something at your home, 

contact Ray Wlochal for 

assistance.   

 

If you need an in-kind 

donation receipt for a 

ñbig-ticketò item, such as 

a lawnmower or boat or 

motorcycle, contact  

Ann Kress. 


